[image: image1.jpg]OUTREACH



OUTREACH  (CGU4MI)


Stage 3:  development of the argument.
You have completed initial brainstorming on your issue (Stage 1) during which your group developed questions to explore (root questions).  You then completed research (Stage 2), finding articles that help to explain the issue and give your group a better understanding of the root cause(s). Now, you want to bring those two stages together to develop an argument. 

Two components of an argument: 

1. Conclusion – this should be quite simple because you are stating that the denial of a specific human right leads to (your issue). 

2. Premises (evidence) – this consists of evidence from your research into the cause(s) of your issue. Your research in Stage 2 should give you ample evidence to support your conclusion.

In order to make an argument, you have to make a claim (the conclusion) and you have to give some evidence for the claim (the premises). 

Example 

“Bush is either a liar, or he’s incompetent. Bush tried to justify the war with Iraq by citing the danger of WMDs. But now we’ve found out that there were no WMDs. So, either Bush lied, or he got bad intelligence. If Bush got bad intelligence, then he made some really terrible appointments to top posts in the CIA. 

Small social revolutions are a sign of larger societal issues such as poverty, disparity and lack of democracy.  Since 2009, unrest has been commonplace throughout much of the Middle East.  Egypt, Syria, Tunisia and Libya are but a few examples.  But revolutions opposing the unequal treatment of people are not isolated events as evident in recent Wall street protests against corporate power that controls politics and “profits over people” thinking. 

How do you develop your argument? 

1. Common threads in summaries – here you want to talk to your partners. Discuss your article summaries, ask questions of each other and try to identify common threads (ideas) that run through all of your work.  Ex. Are these issues occurring in one region/country/continent? Are these issues specific to one group of people/ethnicity/culture or does it affect all societies?  

2. Selection of evidence  - find which evidence from your article summaries works best to prove your conclusion. 
