Unit #2 - Disaster Article 



Name:  ________________________________                 

We’ve spent time in Unit number two discussing volcanos, plate tectonics, glaciation, climate and weather and landform regions. Now it’s time to investigate some of the most deadly natural disasters around and write your own Newspaper Article dated 2020 that will describe one disaster hitting part of Canada.  Sound difficult?  Not for you.  Here is a list of things you will need to do. 

1) Choose a natural disaster to investigate and report on. NOTE: you must be in a group of four, with each person investigating a different disaster. Circle the one you will be investigating Flood, Hurricane, Earthquake, Tsunami.  PERIOD 1
2) Play the Natural disasters Game http://www.stopdisastersgame.org/en/home.html and record information for the disaster you have chosen on “Stop Disasters!” worksheet provided below.  PERIOD 1
3) Next, you will begin to research your disaster in Canada.  Who was affected?  What happened?  Where has this occurred in Canada? When did it happen? Casualties/Damage? What could have been done to prevent damage/casualties? You will need to reference three separate sources in the article you write so make sure you find three good sources to help you with this information. Complete RESEARCH page below. PERIOD 2 and 3
4) Now it’s time to begin writing your own article, start with the Newspaper organizer below. This article must be dated 2020, the month and day is up to you and what makes most sense for you disaster, and what time of year do they occur in Canada. IMPORTANT: your newspaper article is reporting on a future scenario based on previous actual situations.  You must include the following; PERIOD 4 and 5
a. How it affects 3 cities/villages in Canada

b. 3 perspectives/testimonies from people affected (ex. Resident, farmer, business, student, etc)

c. How did the government (municipal, provincial, federal) respond?

d. Conclude with 1 recommendation to prevent damage from future events.

e. 3 sources that you have used to write your article in APA format.
5) [image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]Class jigsaw discussion.  You must bring your article typed and printed to class for discussion and review. You will return to your group of four, your article will be assessed, and we will use them as a Launchpad for discussion disasters in Canada, mapping previous disasters. PERIOD 6

Research for Newspaper Article

Disaster

Research for Newspaper Article 



Disaster

In the chart below you will put all of your research. Find 3 sources that speak about your disaster and specific events in Canada. Fill in the chart completely, including the citation for the website, article, blog, etc., that you have used.  Ask Mr. Holmes for clarification of help with this. 
	Research (article, website, blog) of disaster in Canada
	Who was affected?
	What happened?  
	Where in Canada?
	When did it happen?
	Casualties/Damage?
	What could have been done to prevent damage/casualties?

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citation in APA format
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citation in APA format
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citation in APA format
	


NEWS REPORT ORGANIZER – point form only

	Write your headline here:



	Lead Paragraph addresses 4 W’s (no more than 2-3 sentences)

	Who?


	What?
	Where?
	When?

	Body Paragraphs address W & H (each paragraph should be no more than 3-5 sentences in length; use multiple paragraphs; start a new paragraph whenever you have someone new speaking or when you are adding a new fact)

	Why and How? 


	Why and How?
	Why and How?



	Why and How?


	Why and How?
	Why and How?



	Direct and Indirect Quotations (include a minimum of 2; introduce testimonial evidence and integrate effectively)

	Quotation #1

Speaker:_________________________


	Quotation #2

Speaker:___________________
	Quotation #3

Speaker:____________________________

	Final Paragraph/Sentence addresses the What Next? (this is your one recommendation)

	


Style Checklist
( third person point of view
( immediate past tense (e.g. yesterday) 

( no bias/opinion except in quotations


( immediate past tense 

( multiple short paragraphs


( formal language choices
Evaluation of News Report

Name:  ________________________________                 _____/45

	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Below Level

	Knowledge: Content accurate, credible
(10)
	Excellent grasp of natural disaster,  facts represented effectively, clear evidence
	Good grasp of natural disaster,  facts represented well, clear evidence
	Some grasp of natural disaster,  facts represented somewhat clear evidence
	Limited grasp of natural disaster,  facts not represented
	Very limited grasp of natural disaster,  facts not represented

	Thinking and Inquiry: Analysis. 
(10)
	Very effective analysis of past situations to recreate accurate future possibilities, and geographic ranges.
	Effective analysis of past situations to recreate accurate future possibilities, and geographic ranges.
	Somewhat effective analysis of past situations to recreate future possibilities, and accurate geographic ranges.
	Limited analysis of past situations in recreating unclear future possibilities, and geographic ranges are not accurate
	No analysis or geographic ranges considered.

	Application: Lead Sentence/ Paragraph
Who? What?
Where? When?
(5)


	Lead sentence/paragraph states few basic facts clearly, concisely, effectively
	Lead sentence/paragraph states the basic facts clearly and concisely
	Lead sentence/paragraph states some basic facts clearly and concisely
	Lead sentence/paragraph states few basic facts clearly and concisely
	Lead sentence/paragraph is not clear, does not follow conventions

	Application:  Body
Why? How? 

(5)

          Uses quotations
(5)
	Clearly and creatively explains how and why using facts and imagination
	Explains how and why with facts and some imagination
	Explains how and why to some extent using mostly facts but also some imagination
	Rarely explains how and why; news report does not contain enough information
	Does not explain how and why; information is superficial

	
	Effectively uses/integrates direct and indirect quotations to support key points
	Uses/integrates direct and indirect quotations to support key points
	Uses some direct and indirect quotations to support key points; perhaps problems with integration
	Uses direct and indirect quotations to support key point; problems with integration
	Does not use facts and/or direct or indirect quotations

	Communication: Language 
Conventions
(spelling, punctuation, use or proper tense – past, sentence structure)
(10)
	Consistently uses language conventions correctly
	Usually uses language conventions correctly; minor errors evident
	Sometimes uses language correctly; a few major and minor errors evident
	Rarely uses language conventions correctly; several major and minor errors evident
	Does not use language conventions correctly; several major errors evident


�





�





After completing disaster simulation, and worksheet, try the disaster again but this time focus on uncovering the 15 KEY FACTS, and summarize 5 of them below.


Key Fact Title�
Key Fact Summary�
�
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�
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�
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