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THE IMPACT of a nuclear bomb would be devastating, but the impact on
the environment begins long before actual deployment. Radioactive
materials are released into the environment during every stage of
nuclear weapon production.

Uranium ore mining Radon and dust can contaminate air and water
during the mining process. This contamination can be spread further
when affected rocks and soil are used for construction.

Uranium milling Tailings are normally dumped as sludge in special
ponds or piles, which in Canada and the US contain up to 30 million
tonnes of solid material. The radioactive sludge also contains heavy
metals and other contaminants such as arsenic.

Production Hanford, a former nuclear weapons production site located
in southeastern Washington State, was the source of plutonium for about
half of all US nuclear weapons. It is now considered to be one of the
most contaminated sites in the Western hemisphere.

Testing Before the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (1996) there were
2046 known tests worldwide. India and Pakistan have tested weapons
since then and have not signed the treaty. The US has refused to ratify.
About 3830 kg of plutonium have been left in the ground while about
4200 kg have been discharged into the air.

Disposal Radiation from nuclear waste can persist for thousands of
years, and has contaminated soil and water when buried improperly. The
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico is the only site in the world
spedially designed for long-term storage of transuranic waste generated
by defense-related activities. However, only two percent of existing waste
will be transferred there. &Y

- Kasia Kaluzny





We will be learning about the nature of conflict by watching the blockbuster movie AVATAR. Below you will find the breakdown of this 5-day mini-unit. You will be responsible for reading articles and/or textbook material before each day.  This material will be made available on my website in the AVATAR unit ahead of time if you would like to read the material more than once, or before the unit begins.  You will be evaluated on Homework checks, and the material covered will be on the final exam.  

	
	Date
	Lesson Material 
	Required reading before next Day

	Before 
	
	Lesson on other class material
	Chapter 21 & 22

	Day 1
	
	Watch AVATAR
	Solving conflict - worksheet

	Day 2
	
	Homework check and take-up, Watch AVATAR.
	

	Day 3
	
	Homework check and take-up, Watch AVATAR.
	Chapter 23

	Day 4
	
	Homework check and take-up, Watch AVATAR.
	Just war theory - worksheet

Build a Bomb - article

Weapons and CPP - article

	After
	
	Homework check, lesson on other class material
	


Below you will find questions that can be answered while we watch AVATAR.  If you can’t finish the questions during the period, they are due by the next day.

Before Day 1
1) List all areas where there is a conflict currently.
2) A nation state is a relatively new concept, explain what a nation state is and how it is related to sovereignty?  How does the idea of the global village change national sovereignty?

3) What ideology was dominant in 1976?  What change occurred between 1976 and 2007 in global ideology?
Day 1

1) Using terms from chapter 21, how would you describe the Na’vi race?  How would you describe the immigrants from earth?
2) What type of ‘power’ (pg. 352) are the humans attempting to use on the Na’vi race?
3) What parallels can you come up with between previous units/course material and AVATAR?
Day 2

1) How would categorize the cause(s) of the conflict between the Na’vi and the humans? (chp. 22)?
2) What possible solutions to this conflict would you recommend from the group listed?
Day 3

1) In chapter 22 the “costs of conflict” are outlined. What are the two costs? 
2) How does Eisenhower’s quote on pg. 357 relate to the conflict between the Na’vi and the humans on Pandora?
Day 4 

1) On page 365 Terrorism is defined.  In Avatar, Colonial Quilitch speaks to his troops at the

     base before they attack the Na’vi people.  At one point, he says, “…we will fight    

     terror with terror!”  Does his idea of terrorism fit with the definition on page 365? Explain.

2) Why is a “War on Terror” problematic?

3) What motivations for terrorism exist in the humans? What motivations for terrorism exist in the Na’vi?

4) Read “How globalization can be exploited by terrorists” by James Stavridis. 

a. What is the “dark side of globalization”? Give examples.

b. How do we combat this “dark side of globalization”? 

c. What is meant by “there is a war of ideas”? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

After the Movie

1) Based on the “Just war theory” the first 5 principles allow one to evaluate the justice of 

      going to war and the 6th principle allows one to evaluate the justice in war.  Accordingly, on   

      the basis of these principles, were the humans just in going to way? Explain why.
2) Based on the 6th principle, did the Na’vi display justice in war? Explain why. 

3) It is possible for a just war to be fought unjustly, and an unjust war to be fought justly?

4) What are the TRUE costs of war?

5) Do you agree with the “possible solutions to conflict you chose on Day 3? Why or why not?
Important Vocabulary  - (*) not found in the textbook

geopolitics

nation state

global village

ideology

democracy

authoritarian 

nationalism

communism

imperialism
sphere of influence

conflict


hard power

soft power

terrorism

motivations for terrorism


Just war theory(*)
causes of conflict

Solutions to Conflict (*)
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MANY CANADIANS who oppose the US-lead war in Irag may not
be aware that they inadvertently support and profit from it through
the Canada Pension Plan (CPP). About $2.5 billion in CPP holdings
are currently invested in domestic and foreign military operations.
Over $200 million alone is invested in seven top US military contractors

- such as Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Raytheon and General Dynamics.

The CPP was established in 1966 to supplement the retirement
income of the majority of Canadians (Quebec has a separate
reﬁmlp\m).lt'sa‘payasyoup"system;ﬂum
deducted from working Canadians over 18 years of age is used to
provide monthly pension payments for current retirees.

Within 30 years of its inception, however, it became apparent
that the CPP could not sustain itself. Changing demographics - the
longer life spans of an aging population and the retirement of the
babthm—mn(mnwcmmibmmwk«sam
would not be able to fund the retirement scheme. Following an
extensive review in 1996, the federal and provincial governments
‘made changes to the plan to ensure its health well into the future.
They raised contributions, reduced operating costs and created the
Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB) - an arm's-length
administrator of the CPP responsible for investing excess funds.

The CPPIB is responsible for ensuring a diverse and healthy
portfolio of CPP investments. Their mandate is, above all other
considerations, to maximize the long-term investment returns of the

CPP without undue risk of loss. In fact, their corporate legislation
speifically prohibits the CPPIB from considering anything other than
wdnhﬂ&hmnmﬁsnismmﬂwymmm
for religious, social, economic, political or environmental criteria (or
any other non-investment criteria) when making investment decisions.

Just where the CPPIB is investing these funds is becoming a
matter of increasing discomfort to many Canadians. In February,
2004, Winnipeg-Centre MP Pat Martin (NDP) moved to prohibit the
CPPIB “from investing in companies and enterprises that
manufacture and trade in military arms and weapons, have records
ofpoov«wirmmmmlandlabourpruﬁ:sormmmand
practices are contrary to Canadian values.”

The motion was Martin's response to a report by the Coalition to
Oppose the Arms Trade (COAT), released in October of 2003. The
reponisabliswinganackmhpm&:somncms,mﬁd-has
invested millions of dollars in companies that manufacture weapons
and weapons delivery systems used in Iraq and elsewhere. (Al

- Tara Flynn

Follow up

To find out more about the CPPIB and their operations, visit their
website at www.cppib.ca

Find out about the COAT campaign to stop CPP war investments at
htp://coat.openconcept.ca




The Just War Theory

EXPLANATION OF PRINCIPLES
To be just, a war must: 

1. have been undertaken by a lawful authority (e.g. the leaders of the state);


2. have been undertaken for a just cause, (e.g. the vindication of an infringed right);


3. be undertaken as a last resort, all other peaceful means of settlement having failed;


4. be waged with a reasonable hope of victory for justice;


5. be waged with the right intention;


6. use methods that are legitimate, i.e. in accordance with moral principles and international agreements.  These are being specified as being (a) discriminate (between combatants and non-combatants) and (b) proportionate (the gains from any war are proportionate to likely losses)

Note:  the first 5 principles allow one to evaluate the justice of going to war and the 6th principle allows one to evaluate the justice in war.  Accordingly, on the basis of these principles, it is possible for a just war to be fought unjustly, and an unjust war to be fought justly.

Solving Conflicts
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Some argue that wars and conflicts are impossible to solve because they feel that conflict is a part of human nature.    What do you think?

The Nature of Conflicts Have Changed

Historically, conflicts were over political and economic expansion.  Presently most conflicts are involving nationalist groups seeking political recognition.  Therefore, solutions must be different than the past, when “disarmament” was the key.

1. Reducing Violence – violence is everywhere (tv, video games, media, schools, locally, 
 


internationally)
 


- voice our objections to violence or boycotting things that promote 
 


violence


2. Empowering Women
- many traditional societies still treat women as unequal (India, 
 



Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan)
 



- by nature, women are less aggressive ?? !! ??
 



- first step to this is education (if women are educated, they are 
 



more able to make decisions about their lives)


3. Reforming the UN 
- changing its ways to adapt to the current needs of the world
 



- some say expanding the security council to include 
 



more members


4. Addressing Nationalist Goals of Cultural Groups

 



- Most conflicts today occur within a country, not between 
 



countries
 



- acceptance is the key


5. Arms Reduction and Control (Military Expenditures)

 



- The top 6 exporters of weapons are all permanent 
 



members of the UN Security Council (US, Russia, France, 
 



Germany, China, UK) 
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